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Benedikt Badanik is dynamic and engaging moderator and
master of ceremonies for academic and industry conferences,
corporate events, and high-level forums, with a strong
background in television and radio broadcasting. He brings
energy, precision, and authority to every stage, seamlessly
guiding programmes with deep expertise in the air transport
sector and a natural ability to connect speakers, audiences, and
ideas.

With more than 15 years of moderating experience across
Europe, he delivers events with confidence and
professionalism. An Associate Professor at the University of
Zilina (Air Transport Department) he combines academic
excellence with practical industry insight.

Sebastian Belz is working since 2010 as Secretary General of
the European Platform of Transport Sciences (EPTS Foundation
e.V.), a multinational, multimodal non-profit organisation, which
aims to better connect transport scientists from all over Europe.
Travelling to all the EPTS countries, meeting the members,
organising of and presenting at their congresses and
conferences are main tasks of his job. He is used to work and
live on the train throughout more than half of the year - and he
loves it. Sebastian (53) is a spatial engineer, married and has
two grown-up children.

Victoria Biber is specialized in law especially human rights. She
is responsible for EU and international affairs at the Austrian
Disability Council and also serve as a board member of the
European Disability Forum. Additionally, she leads the
Competence Team on Digitalization at the Austrian Disability
Council.
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(c) Katharina Herzog

Marija Binova has been working in counseling at the Austrian
Association Supporting the Blind and Visually Impaired for four
years. In addition to her counseling role, she facilitate
awareness workshops focused on interacting with visually
impaired and blind individuals. Her primary objective is to
eliminate barriers and promote inclusivity. This commitment
drives herpassion for this important work.

Martin Bugaj is a Vice-dean for Development and International
Cooperation, and a member of the staff of the Department of
Air Transport, Faculty of Operation and Economics of Transport
and Communications, at the University of Zilina. Major Fields of
interest are Aircraft Maintenance, Aircraft structure, Materials,
Aerodynamics, and Navigation Technologies. He is a member of
scientific boards in many international scientific journals and
conferences. He is representative of the university in many
international research and education organizations. He is a lead
of academic research groups with much expertise in the field of
technical science and he has experience with active
participating in international research projects. He also
maintains excellence in lecturing and inspires the next
generation of scientists and engineers.

(c) Katharina Herzog

Stefanie Chwalko, is part of the project team of the Austrian
Association in Support of the Blind and Visually Impaired based
in Vienna. With her knowledge from her degrees in
“Communication Economics” - “Marketing, Event and Project
Management & “Tourism Leadership” - Management,
Entrepreneurship, Design Thinking and through her several
years of professional experience in the field of event
management and project management, she implements
various projects together with the project team specializing in
accessibility and assistive technologies for people with visual
impairments.
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Milan Dedik currently works as an assistant professor or
university teacher at the University of Zilina, at the Faculty of
Operation and Economics of Transport and Communications, at
the Department of Railway Transport.

He mainly focuses on railway transport operations, transport
processes in passenger transport, transport geography and
integrated transport systems. As part of his work at the
department, he also deals with solving several research and
educational projects.

Rojina Ehsani is currently pursuing her MSc in Transport
System Engineering at Sapienza University of Rome, specializing
in sustainable transport systems, urban planning, and railway
infrastructures. With a background in Civil and Environmental
Engineering from Amirkabir University of Technology, Tehran,
she has contributed to research projects and publications
focused on sustainable urban planning, green infrastructure,
climate-resilient materials, and infrastructure maintenance. Her
current thesis focuses on the automatic monitoring of railway
infrastructure, combining smart technologies, economic
analysis, and lifecycle and cost assessment to develop
sustainable and business-oriented solutions for infrastructure
management.

Daniela Dobrovnic has been working as an Assistant to the
Executive Board at the Austrian Association in Support of the
Blind and Visually Impaired since October 2021. In this role, she
supports the management team with administrative tasks,
coordinates meetings and projects, and ensures smooth
communication within the organization. Daniela Dobrovnics
dedication and organizational skills contribute significantly to
the efficient functioning of the society and its initiatives.
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Elmar Flirst is an Associated Professor at the institute of
Transport and Logistics Management of WU Vienna (Vienna
University of Economics and Business). He is also Chairman of
the Board of the Austrian Association Supporting the Blind and
Visually Impaired, Austrian largest and oldest Association in this
domain. His research interests include sustainable mobility and
transport as well as accessibility. As a recognized expert, he
regularly advises public authorities, mobility providers, and civil
society organizations on issues related to accessibility, universal
design, and the future of inclusive transport. His contributions
have had a lasting impact on the development of accessible
transport strategies in Austria and across Europe.
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Klaus Héckner is CEO of the Austrian Association Supporting
the Blind and Visually Impaired. He is member of the board of
the Austrian Disability Forum, in IAAPs Global Leadership
Council and in several conference boards. He works together
with Access Israel and Zero Project, acting as an Ambassador in
this world wide-initiative. Klaus has an ICT background, working
for nearly 20 years in ICT and standardisation in the context of
european and inter/national level. From 2018 to 2020 he was a
member of the High Level Expert Group on Artificial Intelligence
at the European Commission. Recently he was selected as
Expert of the Accessible EU platform. His mission is to make the
world accessible for all.

Werner Leber is a trainee notary in Vienna. Prior to that, he
practised as a solicitor in Vienna. He worked as a research
assistant for the Faculty of Law in Vienna. As part of his studies
in business administration, he specialised in transport and
logistics. He supports the Austrian Association in Support of the
Blind and visually impaired as a volunteer.
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Daniele Marano works at the Austrian Association in Support
of the Blind and Visually Impaired as a project manager
specializing in accessibility and assistive technologies for people
with visual impairments. He holds a master’s degree in
Psychology from the University of Padua (ltaly). Being visually
impaired himself, he is a strong advocate for the potential of
information and communication technologies and shares his
expertise through lectures and training sessions. He is also a
member of the Austrian Standards Institute’s committee for
assistive devices for the blind and barrier-free planning and
construction.

Cristian MARIN is a young teacher at Transport, Traffic and
Logistics department of National University of Science and
Technology Politehnica Bucharest. With a 5-year activity as a
mobility activist and an academic background in Systems
Engineering and in Transport Engineering, he is now
responsible of the practical activities of the Transport Systems
course, guiding students with the entire process of design,
validation and implementation of more-accessible transport
systems in Romania.

Alexandra Onea, is a member of the project team at the at the
Austrian Association in Support of the Blind and Visually
Impaired. With a background in business studies, she brings
expertise in strategic planning and analysis, as well as
knowledge in the field of accessibility.

Her work focuses on creating inclusive environments and
removing barriers for people with visual impairments - whether
in physical spaces, digital tools, or public services.
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Daniel E. Jaramillo Plaumann is studying Transportation
Planning and Operation at TU Berlin and was participant at the
Barrier-Free Public Transport Summer School in Vienna (2025).
Outside academia he is working and volunteering as “engineer
and peer” for sustainable and inclusive mobility. Most recent
education project was conducting a “Mobility Day” in May 2026
with around 15 stakeholders and 100 participants.

Milos Poliak, is the Dean of the Faculty of Operation and
Economics of Transport and Communications at the University
of Zilina since 2018. In his research and publishing activities he
focuses on the economics of road and urban transport and the
field of transport law. He is the guarantor of subjects such as
Legal Framework of Transport and Communications, Taxes and
Fees in Transport, Social and Labour Law in Road Transport,
Economics of the Transport Company, Business and Financial
Management of the Company. He is a co-author of the
methodology of price formation in suburban bus transport and
also a co-author of the methodology for the creation of cost
indices of cost changes in road freight transport. Prof. Milo3
Poliak is the author or co-author of 3 monographs, 14 university
textbooks, 22 professional book publications and 44 scripts or
textbooks.
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Alena Novak Sedlackova is professor at University of Zilina
responsible for Aviation Law course and Legal Regulation of
Commercial and Personnel Relations in Aviation. She is engaged
in the legal aspects of civil aviation and the impact of
technological progress in air transport on international,
European, and national regulatory frameworks, with particular
emphasis on the proper and effective implementation of EU
legislation into the legal system of the Slovak Republic. Her
research further addresses operational challenges arising from
the integration of emerging technologies, the enhancement of
process efficiency, and the improvement of service quality, all
of which concurrently generate significant economic
implications for airlines, airports, and air navigation service
providers. In her scholarly work, she also analyses financing
mechanisms and innovative approaches driving the
transformation of civil aviation, while identifying regulatory,
institutional, and practical barriers that must be addressed to
facilitate their effective implementation in practice.
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Konrad Weber is a public transport consultant with a
background in transport planning and operations and a degree
from Technische Universitat Berlin. He advises public transport
operators and public-sector organisations on mobility
behaviour, demand patterns, and service planning. He is a 2025
alumnus of the BFPT Summer School and co-chair of the Young
Forum of European Transport Sciences.
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Katarina Valaskova, is a Vice-Dean for Education and
Associate Professor at the Department of Economics at the
University of Zilina. With her academic background in
economics, business management, and finance, together with
extensive research and teaching experience, she specializes in
financial management, financial risk modelling, behavioural
finance, and business performance analysis.

Through her long-term scientific and pedagogical activities, she
has participated in numerous national and international
research projects focused on financial health prediction,
earnings management, risk diversification, and digital
transformation in business environments. She is actively
involved in international scientific cooperation, editorial and
reviewing activities, and the organisation of academic
conferences. In addition to her research and publication
achievements, she is dedicated to higher education
development, interdisciplinary collaboration, and supporting
innovative approaches in economics and finance. Her
professional experience is complemented by strong
communication, managerial, and organisational skills gained
through leadership positions, international mobilities, and
cooperation within multicultural academic environments.

UNIVERSITY
OF ZILINA

Vladislav Zitricky works at the University of Zilina. He is
focused on the scientific and research problematic on the
transport problems in railway technology, research on the rail
market and its functions and provision of transport services in
passenger transport. In the year 2010 he defended dissertation
thesis: “Rationalisation technological processes of international
railway transport”. In the year 2018 he defend their habilitation
thesis: “Rail freight transport in the common railway market of
European Union”. Since year 2007 he has been a solver more
than 18 national and internationals foundling’s projects. He
published more than 110 papers in journals and conferences
proceedings (more than 35 papers are indexed in Scopus and
Web of Science databases). He teaches subjects focused on the
railway transport operation.
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us:
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OF ZILINA

Stefanie Chwalko, MA

Austrian Association in Support of the Blind and Visually Impaired
Phone: +43 1 330 35 45 47

Mobil: +43 650 99 50 364

Email: stefanie.chwalko@hilfsgemeinschaft.at

Alexandra Onea, MSc.

Austrian Association in Support of the Blind and Visually Impaired
Phone: +43 1 330 35 45 48

Mobil: +43 664 279 88 68

Email: alexandra.onea@hilfsgemeinschaft.at

prof. Ing. JUDr. Alena Novak Sedlackova, PhD.
ZILINSKA UNIVERZITA V ZILINE
Phone: +42 141 513 34 64

Email: alena.novak sedlackova@uniza.sk
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